UNDER 21 DIVISION GROUND REQUIREMENTS

INTRODUCTION

Clubs must meet the minimum standards as laid down for the Division in which they play.  

Clubs seeking to join the Competition must meet the minimum standards by the end of May preceding the start of the New Season.
Failure to meet the minimum standards as laid down may result in applications to join the competition being rejected.  

In addition, financial penalties may be imposed at the discretion of the Management Committee upon current Member Clubs for failing to meet the required standards.

Grading requirements are identified in three areas, namely Playing Facilities, Stadium Facilities, and Floodlights

SECTION 1- PLAYING FACILITIES

1.      PLAYING AREA (MINIMUM)



(a) 
Size (metres)      

             
 91 x 58

(b) Goal Posts and Net Supports to be of professional manufacture in accordance with the Laws of the Game.

(c) The shortest distance between touchline, goal line and perimeter barrier is 1.85 metres.

(d) The playing area shall be within an agreed distance from the dressing room complex.

2.  PLAYING SURFACE
The playing surface must be grass, unless otherwise authorised by the respective Board of Directors or Management Committee, and must be of a high standard.  It must be level and free from surface depressions and excessive undulations.

3.     DUGOUTS (Preferred not mandatory)
Where provided, they must be clearly marked “HOME” and “AWAY” at least 3 metres apart at the halfway line, wherever practical. It is mandatory that a suitably qualified person be available to attend to injuries.

4.    TECHNICAL AREA



Where no dugouts are provided a technical area must be clearly defined and must be at least 2 metres apart at the halfway line on the same side of the playing area.
The technical areas must be no more than 10 metres in length and must be no more than 6 metres and no less than 3 metres in depth. The technical area must be a minimum of 1 metre from the touchline as per ‘The Laws of the Game’
Where dugouts are provided the technical area must be a minimum of 1 metre from the touchline as per ‘The Laws of the Game’ 

5.   PERIMETER BARRIER

   
Unless the playing area is completely enclosed on all 4 sides by either post and rails or rope, there must be a minimum of one side of the playing area clearly defined as a spectator area along the length of the touchline opposite the recognised technical areas or dugouts (if present).
6.  PITCH MAINTENANCE

A grounds man, or contractor, along with a suitable line marker must be employed, markings to be in white.

SECTION 2- GROUND FACILITIES

1.   SPECTATOR TOILET FACILITIES (Desirable but not compulsory)
(a) Gents must have 1 urinal, 1 hand basin & 1 w.c.)

(b) Ladies must have 1 hand basin & 1 w.c.

The above may be situated onsite.
2.   DRESSING ROOMS







A. PLAYERS (SEPARATE HOME and AWAY)
Minimum size (sq.metres)


12
(Excluding shower and toilet areas)

B.    MATCH OFFICIALS

Minimum Size (sq.metres)

 
5

C.  WITHIN DRESSING ROOM COMPLEX

Number of shower heads


4
(All showers must be fully maintained and in working order)

Number of w.c.’s 

 

1

Number of hand basins
 

1

Stretcher available at all times

1




ALL DRESSING ROOMS MUST BE HEATED, WELL VENTILATED, FREE FROM DAMP AND IN GOOD DECORATIVE ORDER. THEY MUST NOT BE USED AS STORE ROOMS ON MATCH DAYS.



3.   MATCH OFFICIAL/PLAYER HOSPITALITY



Refreshments should be provided at half time and full time in dressing rooms. At the conclusion of the game reasonable refreshments should be provided. * If cold drinks are required, agreement should be reached prior to the game.

4.  AMBULANCE ACCESS


       


Unrestricted access must be available at all times.

SECTION 3 - FLOODLIGHTING


Not Compulsory
1.  The minimum average LUX value is 120, and is obtained from 88 readings taken on a grid system provided by the League. No single reading can be less than 25% of the highest. Clubs must employ a contractor, approved by the League, to carry out the survey and complete the report, which must be submitted to the League Secretary. LUX certificates are valid for 2 years from date of report. 


2.  EMERGENCY LIGHTING


Not Compulsory
     Alternative Lighting for spectator evacuation must be provided
